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London is not a perfect city; but Calcutta, with a popu-
lation of one-sixth of that of London, has nearly double
the number of prostitutes. The Zenana system has
much to do with this. A man marries, and his employ-
ment takes him to a distance from his family home.
As he deems it unsafe to take his wife with him, she
remains at her father's house, which he visits after inter-
vals of months or years. In the majority of cases the
men form other ties. Nearly all the servants in Calcutta
and other cities are away from their families for two or
three years at a time. The cruel treatment of widows
drives many of them to a life of immorality. Concubin-
age is so common in Bengal that no one seems surprised
at it. And yet those who do not regard conjugal infi-
delity in themselves as a crime are careful to prevent it
in their wives. It is often boastfully said by Bengali
gentlemen that they do not have recourse to the Divorce
Court. This is not because of the purer lives of the
gentlemen. Little can be said of the morality of a
community in which concubinage is openly practised,
prostitution common, and where abortion is carried on
as a distinct profession. Continence is not taught. As
soon as it is possible boys and girls marry.

What has so far been said applies to the general com-
munity ; the peculiarities of the crimes of those who
sink below the level and make themselves obnoxious
to its penal laws may now claim attention for a little.

At the commencement of a work on Medical Jurispru-
dence, Dr. Chevers says : " It would probably be impos-
sible to point to any races of men whose great crimes
more distinctly emanate from their national character
than is the case with those various classes of nations
who inhabit the British possessions in India." In sup-
port of this statement the following quotations are made